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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6, 8-26, 28-30 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8-10, 12-17, 19-25 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Honda et al. (US Patent # 5,296,884) in view of Squilla et al. (US Patent # 
6,396,537), 

[Claims 1,4, 5 and 9] 

Honda et al. teaches a system for automatically annotating a digital representation (col. 6 lines 
25-43, figure 7) comprising an electronic capture device (figure 1, camera 30) to capture the 
digital representation of a scene; a plurality of information tag devices (figure 5, radio stations A, 
B and C are broadly read as tag devices), each of the information tag devices dispersed at various 
locations to store identification data for identifying a location of the scene (col. 5 line 60- col. 6 
line 6); a tag-reader (receiving unit 10) to receive the identification data from an information tag 
device (col. 6 lines 1-5). 

Honda et al. teaches a database to store annotations for different kinds of places 
corresponding to each of the information tag devices (figure 7) but fails to disclose a database to 
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store annotation provider information for each of the annotation tag devices, a communication 
device to communicate with the database, wherein when identification data is transmitted to the 
database, a network address for annotation provider associated with the information device is 
transmitted from the database to the communication device, a program to be executed by the 
communication device, the program enable communication with the annotation provider to 
obtain an annotation associated with the information tag device and to annotate the digital • 
representation of the scene with the annotation. 

However Squilla et al. teaches a camera 24, an image server 70 that can store a file 
containing varied interests of the user including URL addresses for different image spots 10 
(read as annotation provider information for each of the annotation tag devices) that can be 
downloaded via the internet at a later time (col. 5 lines 11-17, col 6 lines 51 -col. 7 Une 19). The 
URL addresses are for different multimedia data that can be combined with images at a later time 
(col. 9 lines 4-7) at a central location (server 70) in order to have a convenient way to combine 
the information handling capability of a camera with image recording so that information can 
easily be accessed about a photographed item. Therefore it would be inherently taught that a 
communication device like a server has a program to enable communication with an annotation 
provider to obtain an annotation associated with the information tag device and to associate the 
image with the annotation. 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Honda and Squilla, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have used 
a database to store annotation provider information for each of the annotation tag devices, a 
communication device to communicate with the database, wherein when identification data is 
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transmitted to the database, a network address for annotation provider associated with the 
information device is transmitted from the database to the communication device, a program to 
be executed by the communication device, the program enable communication with the 
annotation provider to obtain an annotation associated with the information tag device and to 
annotate the digital representation of the scene with the annotation in order to have a convenient 
way to combine the information handling capability of a camera with image recording so that 
information can easily be accessed about a photographed item, 
[Claim 2] 

Server 70 in Squilla is inherently a computer, 
[Claim 6] 

Honda et al. teaches a tag-reader (receiving unit 10) to receive the identification data from an 
information tag device (col 6 lines 1-5) and is located within the camera. 
[Claim 8] 

Squilla teaches that a personality file that is stored in a camera or the image server 70 contains 
content that also include URL addresses (col. 6 line 51-col. 7 line 19). Squilla also teaches that a 
URL address can be an address pointing to data in the content database 86 in the server 70 or any 
other address (col. 8 Unes 23-30). It would be obvious that the URL address can be used to 
access a web server containing different annotations to be annotated on the image. 
[Claims 10, 12, 13, 15, 16] 

These are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 1, 4, 5, 8 and 9 respectively. 
Therefore they have been analyzed and rejected based upon apparatus claims 1, 4, 5, 8 and 9. 
[Claim 30] 
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Squilla also teaches that the content information that is used to annotate the image includes date, 
time etc. (col. 7 lines 64-67). 
[Claim 14] 

Squilla teaches that the content database may also contain URL addresses for accessing a web 
server containing different annotations to be annotated on the image (col 6 line 51 -col. 7 line 19, 
col 8 lines 23-30). 
[Claim 17] 

Honda et al. teaches a system for automatically annotating a digital representation (col. 6 lines 
25-43, figure 7) comprising an electronic capture device (figure 1, camera 30) to capture the 
digital representation of an object; a tag-reader (receiving unit 10) to receive the identification 
data fi*om an information tag device (col. 6 lines 1-5), wherein the information tag device (figure 
5, radio station A broadly read as a tag device), is utilized to store identification data for 
identifying a location of the scene (col. 5 line 60- col. 6 hne 6) 

Honda et al. teaches a database to store annotations for different kinds of places 
corresponding to each of the information tag devices (figure 7) but fails to disclose a database to 
store annotation provider information for each of the annotation tag devices, a communication 
device to communicate with the database, wherein when identification data is transmitted to the 
database, a network address for annotation provider associated with the information device is 
transmitted fi*om the database to the communication device. 

However Squilla et al. teaches a camera 24, an image server 70 that can store a file 
containing varied interests of the user including URL addresses for different image spots 10 
(read as annotation provider information for each of the annotation tag devices) that can be 
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downloaded via the internet at a later time (col. 5 lines 11-17, col. 6 lines 51 -col. 7 line 19). The 
URL addresses are for different multimedia data that can be combined with images at a later time 
(col. 9 lines 4-7) at a central location (server 70) in order to have a convenient way to combine 
the information handling capability of a camera with image recording so that information can 
easily be accessed about a photographed item 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Honda and Squilla, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have used 
a database to store annotation provider information for each of the annotation tag devices, a 
communication device to communicate with the database, wherein when identification data is 
transmitted to the database, a network address for annotation provider associated with the 
information device is transmitted from the database to the communication device in order to have 
a convenient way to combine the information handling capability of a camera with image 
recording so that information can easily be accessed about a photographed item 
[Claims 19,20,21,23] 
See claims 4, 5, 6, and 9. 
[Claim 22] 

Squilla teaches that the content database may also contain URL addresses for accessing a web 
server containing different annotations to be annotated on the image (col. 6 line 51 -col. 7 hne 19, 
col. 8 lines 23-30). 
[Claim 24] 

Squilla teaches an image server 70 that can store a file containing varied interests of the user 
including URL addresses for different image spots 10 (read as annotation provider information 
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for each of the annotation tag devices) that can be downloaded via the internet at a later time 
(col. 5 lines 11-17, col. 6 lines 51 -col. 7 Une 19). The URL addresses are for different 
multimedia data that can be combined with images at a later time (col. 9 Unes 4-7) at a central 
location (server 70). Therefore it would be inherently taught that a communication device like a 
server has a program to enable communication with an annotation provider to obtain an 
annotation associated with the information tag device and to associate the image with the 
annotation. 
[Claim 25] 

Squilla teaches that the content information may be the actual content information or a pointer or 
the like descriptor indicative of the content, is then communicated by the image spot 10 to the 
camera 24 or 26 via the wireless link 60 and, if the camera has the capability, may be viewed by 
the user on the LCD screen. If the user wants to save the information, the acceptance is signaled 
through the user interface 31 and the data is stored in the memory 48 (col 4 hne 62 - col. 5 Une 
5). Therefore if a data from a URL address is downloaded, the user on the LCD screen may view 
it and if the user wants to save the information, the acceptance is signaled through the user 
interface 31 and the data is stored in the memory 48. 

4. Claims 3, 1 1 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Honda et al. (US Patent # 5,296,884), Squilla et al. (US Patent # 6,396,537) and in further view 
of Anderson et al. (US Patent # 6,567,122). 
[Claim 3] 

Honda in view of Squilla does not teach whether the communication device (server 70) is part of 
the electronic camera. However Anderson teaches a camera 1 14 that includes the necessary 
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computer resources to function has a website and host its own internal web server apphcation 
910 (col 15 lines 12-16). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Honda, Squilla and 
Anderson, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art to have been motivated to have used a 
camera with its own web server as a web site (communication device) as taught in Anderson in 
order to that can be used to have an inexpensive way to have a remote access via the internet for 
digital cameras. 
[Claim 11] 

This is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claim 3. Therefore it has been analyzed and 
rejected based upon apparatus claim 3. 
[Claim 18] 
See claim 3. 

5. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Squilla et al. (US 
Patent # 6,396,537) in view of Anderson et al. (US Patent # 6,567,122). 
[Claim 29] 

Squilla does not teach whether the communication device (server 70) is part of the electronic 
camera. However Anderson teaches a camera 1 14 that includes the necessary computer resources 
to fiinction has a website and host its own internal web server apphcation 910 (col. 15 hnes 12- 
16). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Squilla and Anderson, it would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art to have been motivated to have used a camera with its own web server as a 
web site (communication device) as taught in Anderson in order to that can be used to have an 
inexpensive way to have a remote access via the intemet for digital cameras. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent iinless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Squilla et 
al. (US Patent # 6,396,537). 

[Claim 26] 

Squilla et al. teaches a camera for automatically annotating digital images (col. 9 lines 4-7), 
comprising an electronic capture device (figure 2, CCD 44) to captxire the digital representation 
of a scene (col. 4 lines 26-29), a tag-reader (40) to receive identification data fi*om an 
information tag device (image spot 10, col. 4 line 54-col. 5 line 17), a memory (48) to store the 
digital representation and the identification data associated therewith (col 5 lines 18-22), an I/O 

(74b) to transfer data between the memory and a communication device (image server 70), 

■ 

wherein the communication device transfers the identification data to a database (col. 5 Hnes 46- 
63), wherein a network address of an annotation provider associated with the information tag 
device is stored in the database (col. 7 lines 17-19 and col. 7 lines 29-38). 
[Claim 28] 

Squilla et al. teaches the image server 70 can store a file containing varied interests of the user 
including URL addresses for different image spots 10 (read as annotation provider information 
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for each of the annotation tag devices) that can be downloaded via the internet at a later time 
(col. 5 lines 11-17, col. 6 lines 51 -col. 7 hne 19). The URL addresses are for different 
multimedia data that can be combined with images at a later time (col. 9 lines 4-7) at a central 
location (server 70). 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant*s amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K. Aggarwal whose telephone number is (571) 272-7360. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571)-272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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1 0. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for pubUshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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